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               WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that the final federal budget compromise for fiscal year 2003                contains $5 million for projects to improve Route 2 and Interstate                91, major transportation conduits in western Massachusetts. 

               The funding was included in the Omnibus Appropriations Conference                Report approved by the House and Senate last night. The measure                is the overall spending bill for the current fiscal year.              

               "I’m glad that Congress has finally approved an overall                spending bill for the current fiscal year. This funding provides                continued investments in communities that could use an economic                boost right now," Olver said.             

               A summary of these projects is included below.             

Route 2 Improvements: $4.4 million

               Olver secured $4.4 million for safety improvements along Route 2                in the spending bill. This funding will allow long-term safety improvements                to the 30-mile, two-lane stretch of highway between Phillipston                and Greenfield. The project includes widening shoulders, creating                new passing and climbing lanes, adding rumble strips and realigning                the roadway to reduce curves, among other things. 

               "This funding will make significant safety improvements on                a stretch of highway that is known for its dangerous curves and                narrow shoulders," Olver said. "As a result of this                project, Route 2 will be a more efficient road for everyday travel."

               This project is part of an on-going effort to improve the safety                and efficiency of Route 2. The plans are based on recommendations                from the Route 2 Safety Improvement Study conducted by a consultant                hired by the Franklin Regional Council of Governments, the Montachusett                Regional Planning Commission, MassHighway and the Route 2 Task Force,                which is a group of municipal officials, environmental advocates                and economic development officials. For decades, officials have                discussed ways to expand Route 2 to a four-lane highway from Phillipston                to Greenfield at the Interstate 91 interchange.

               "As the northern scenic gateway to central and western Massachusetts,                Route 2 is of ever-increasing importance to the economy,"                Olver said.

               Last fiscal year, Olver secured $3 million for the realignment of                the Route 2 bypass of the Erving Paper Mill. The bypass will expand                access to the Erving Paper Mill and allow the plant to move forward                with its planned $50 million expansion, which will create new jobs.                Olver also secured another $3 million for short-term safety improvements                in the TEA-21 bill.

                              For more information, contact Linda Dunlavy, executive director                of the Franklin Regional Council of Governments, at 413-774-3167                ext. 103.

Interstate 91 ITS System: $600,000

               The final budget also includes $600,000 for planning and design                for an Interstate-91 Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) System                from Northampton to the Vermont border. This funding will start                the process of building fiber-optic conduits along the northern                part of Interstate 91 to be used for both public and private information                technology purposes.

                     The initial idea for this project came when the Massachusetts Highway                Department recognized the need to make the I-91 Corridor a "smart                ITS highway" that can alert drivers to emergencies, improve                emergency response time during highway incidents and reduce congestion.                Currently, Mass. Highway is undertaking the design work to install                conduit and fiber in the I-91 right-of-way between the Connecticut                border and Route 9 in Northampton. This funding will allow Mass                Highway to continue its ITS build-out of conduit northward from                Northampton to the Vermont border.

                     "I am extremely pleased to provide funding to get this important                project underway," Olver said. "This fiber-optic conduit                will help solve the telecommunications problems in the three-county                region in the future."

               The Mass. Highway ITS system will include the installation of cameras,                fiber-optic conduit, message boards and a management system in the                Mass. Highway central office. The installation of the conduit will                also ensure networks are available for homeland security and increased                high-speed telecommunications access. 

               For more information, contact Linda Dunlavy, executive director                of Franklin Regional Council of Governments, at 413-774-3167 ext.                103.
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